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1. Can local communities be part of the state governance of
protected areas?

The PCA opportunity

▪ 2018-2019 Technical reports

▪ 2019 - Participatory Process -no legal basis

▪ September 2020 - approval at the municipal assembly

WHY

COMMUNITY BASED



186 contributions 
organized in 61 final actions 
proposals



2. How can we address issues of scale in recommendations for
OECMs in Europe?

▪ Need for an overview of relevant European Funds which can finance OECMs;

▪ Exchange on best practices throughout Europe; 

▪ To clearly establish if the OECM recognition and submission is a top down or bottom-up approach

1. State Nature Conservation Authority promotes participatory processes where “local 
communities/private” can submit OECM proposals;

2. Public participation and discussion

3. Final approval and legal basis for monitoring and management structure implementation
- Universities/Academia (monitoring, R&D) 
- NGOs and local associations (to science communication)

4. Formal communication to UNEP-WCMC



OECM Food for thought //

▪ Better conceptual definition from the Directorate-General ENV for a more inclusive 
application of the OECM concept in line with global guidance (IUCN, CBD)

▪ New policies, laws and institutional arrangements
• National legal framework is needed

▪ Courageous statement to scream out “this is not an OECM” 
– Who? UNEP-WCMC?



OECM Food for thought //

▪ The European Commission’s DG ENV guidance on OECMs for EU member states: 

OECMs can be counted towards the 30% target only if:  

- the area is covered by a national or international legislative or administrative act or a 
contractual arrangement aiming to achieve long-term conservation outcomes; 

- conservation objectives and measures are in place; and 

- effective management and monitoring of the biodiversity in the area is in place.” 



OECM Food for thought //

▪ European Environment Agency is still in the process of adjusting the Nationally Designated Areas 
data collection to facilitate reporting of OECMs:

“
We will be working on the workflow of the nationally designated areas to more easily flag 
OECMs in the future (…)

There is no definitive list of OECMs for Europe, though there are in most likely hood several 
with the nationally protected areas database (we identified several likely candidates in the 
past). We are working on revising the workflow to have a clear flag of OECMs thought this 
will probably only be in 2026  (…)

We do not yet have a work flow for the OECM version but once we do we will share it.

”
(12.12.2024)
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